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Here Comes the Sun (do-
do-do-do)!

After a slow-to-warm June,
we are loving this gorgeous
sunshine! We have had a
jam-packed month at Iris
House and are looking
forward to a fantastic rest of
the summer with Katie and
Helene co-teaching in the Iris
House classroom.

Outdoor Play

In our back garden, the filbert
tree has grown her summer
coat of leaves, providing
beautiful shade, our blueberry
bush and strawberry plants
are bearing delicious snacks
for us to eat, our carrots are
popping out of the ground,
and the invitation of a large
galvanized steel trough of
water for water exploration
awaits! We are spending lots
of time enjoying being
outside where there are
plenty of opportunities for
getting wet and for getting
messy. Please help us keep
your children comfortable
and regret-free..Stock your
child’s cubby with 2 extra
changes of clothes and
please swap winter rain
boots for summer shoeslf
your child wears lovely shoes

into the garden, they will
likely come out of the garden
less lovely!
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Max exploring water

Play After Play

We finished our grant-funded
project (Thanks, Spirit
Mountain!) with Play After
Play with a final visit to the
Brooklyn Bay theater. It was
a wonderful experience for us
to take the children three
times to see the magical Marc
and Melanya and we want to
thank all of the Iris House
families for supporting us and
participating in the project!
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Children and Parentings
Playing at our last Play
After Play Fieldtrip

Art Show

Thanks so much for a
fantastic turnout to our
annual Art Show! The
children’s canvases are each
SO unigue and awesome and
it was great coming together
as a community to celebrate
the children’s work. We are
always proud to have Wild
Lilac children’s work on
display at our community
grocery store, sending the
message to SE Portland that
children’s ideas and
expressions are important and
have a place in the
community! We also raised
$950 for our financial aid
fund! Wow!

Storytelling in our

Classroom

We have been exploring
stories and storytelling in our
classroom this summer. It has
been so much fun telling our
own stories, making puppets,
doing plays and creating our
own picture and word books
together. One way we will
continue our study of
storytelling in July will be by
telling the story of our school
year together with the
memory books we will make!

Rad Dads in the Classroom
Jamie’s dad Bill came in and
did a storytelling workshop
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with a small group of
children one morning this
month. Darwin’s dad Zach
came and played some
storytelling games with us
another morning! It was so
much fun to have parents join
us to share what they love
with our classroom. We are
looking forward to have
Dashiell's dad Colin play
drums for us this month! We
love havingmoms come do
fun stuff with us too! In fact,
this month we have Darwin’'s
dad Zacrand mom Amanda
coming in to introduce us to
some new co-operative
games! If anyone else is
interested in coming into the
classroom, please let us
know! We always love
having family members in the
classroom!
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Zach, Darwin’s rad dad
telling a story

Last Parent Discussion
Night

Our last Parent Discussion
Night is going to be on
August 3 at 4:00pm at

Daffodil House (please note
the time change, it was at
7:00pm!). Please bring your
children! We will have one
teacher (or two!) stationed in
the yard to watch the children
while the parents chat. We
want to spend this last
discussion night discussing
what kinds of events and
activities we want to have
next school year. We would
LOVE your input. So please
come and share with us!
What worked this year? What
didn’t? What would you like
to see improved for the 2010-
2011 school year? (Even if
your child is heading off to
Kindergarten, we would love
your two cents before your
child starts his/her new
school!).
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September eating a yummy
strawberry from our garden

Calendar

August 3—Parent Event —
Parent Discussion Night,
4:00pm

August 6—Parent Event —
New Parent Discussion Night
for Parent’s joining us for the
2010-2011 school year,
5:00pm

August 20-Family Event-
End of the Year
Party/Potluck aBewellCrest
Park, 4pm

August 23-31-No School -
Summer Break



