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Welcome Spring!

We were super busy this
month with so many
exciting events! The next
few months will prove to
be just as fun-filled. As
the weather warms and the
sun peeks through the
rainclouds we continue to
watch our garden grow,
our children develop and
our year makes its way
toward summer.

Aro writing a note for
Growing Gardens

Pennies for Portland
What a success our charity
project turned out to be!
After all of your efforts
with collecting coins, we
raised $167 for Growing
Gardens! Caitlin, a youth
program coordinator,
visited our school to
collect our donation.
Everyone was so proud to

help this amazing
organization. We have
also been discussing the
numerous other ways
pennies can add up to help
others. We have added
their ideas to the Iris
House Quote book. Please
feel free to take home your
child’s jar and encourage
this generous spirit by
collecting for another

cause.

Strawberries in our
garden!

Portland Nursery

In conjunction with our
Growing Gardens
donation, we visited
Portland Nursery to see
where some of the seeds
and starts come from. We
had a fabulous tour of the
entire nursery. We have
also included the
children’s highlights of the
field trip in the quote book.
While we were there we
were given lettuce starts to

grow, which will also be
donated to Growing
Gardens. In addition to the
donation that will go to
Growing Gardens,
Portland Nursery
generously donated ALL
the supplies we picked out
for our Earth Day Planting
Party. Many Thanks to
Peggy who made sure we
got everything we needed,
and to the soil company
E.B. Stone who donated
several large bags of
organic soil for our garden!

Earth Day Planting Party
Our Planting Party was
another lovely success.
Thank you so much to
those of you who were
able to volunteer your time
and bring your children to
participate. Also, a great
thanks to Ryan,
September’s dad, who
donated many flower and
vegetable starts for our
garden beds. After much
time spent preparing our
garden, turning soil,
transplanting old plants,
cultivating worm colonies,
we had a fresh start for our
spring garden. We planted
tomatoes, cauliflower,
spinach, onions, leeks,
snap peas, rosemary,
artichoke, and sunflower
sprouts that were a sweet
surprise from last year’s
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sunflower hut. We also
planted some seeds to take
home. Later in the day we
had a silly treat of “dirt and
worms.”

Play After Play

We also had our?
installation of the Play
After Play series. It was
very interesting to see the
second story, “The Gentle
People,” and to see the
progression of the
children’s involvement.
Thank you so much to
those of you who were
able to drive. We simply
cannot have these
wonderful experiences
without you. Please note
that our & and final Play
After Play experience will
be on Friday May 28

We, again, encourage you
to join us if you can, even
if your child does not
attend on Fridays.

Zaida at Play After Play

May Faire

Our May Faire quickly
approaches. We are so
excited for our & annual

May Faire celebration. We
will gather on Saturday
May 8" from 10:30-12:30
in the Daffodil House
backyard to celebrate the
May Queen and her Royal
Court. We are very
grateful to have so much
parent participation this
year! Thank you to all of
the parents and siblings
who are volunteering to
make this year’s festivities
fabulous. Please
remember to bring a baked
good or grill item to donate
to our bake sale and grill!

Lyla and Amelia in the
studio

Art Folders

In the art room we have an
oversized file folder for
each child in a large
wooden box. We will be
placing this box of folders
in the cubby room for you
to collect at pick up time.
Please take home the art
work in your child’s folder

so there will be room for
more fabulous
masterpieces!

Goodbye Naomi

The time is also drawing
near for the FayeCullen
family to prepare for their
newest addition. Naomi’'s
last day in the classroom
will be Friday June 4.
Beginning June " Helene
will teach for the
remainder of the year with
Sean. A new teacher will
join the Iris House in
September. If you have
any guestions or concerns
about this please feel free
to email or call us.

Reminder:

Saturday May 8 — May
Faire

Monday May 3% —
Memorial Day / NO
SCHOOL

June & — Naomi's last day
June ¥ — Art Show @
New Seasons

June 11 — Staff
Development Day / NO
SCHOOL



