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Iris House 
March 2010 Newsletter 
 
Valentine’s Party 
Last month our Valentine’s 
Tea Party was a great 
success.  We had so much 
fun preparing for the party by 
making sugar cookies (our 
favorite), decorating 
mailboxes, writing 
valentines, and stuffing our 
boxes full of notes with kind 
words.  Thank you to all who 
were able to attend.  The Iris 
House kids love sharing 
events like this with their 
families.  We had a great 
party with a story, looking 
through valentine’s cards, 
and decorating our cookies. 
 

 
Making Valentines 
 
Buongiorno miei bambini! 
Thank you so much to 
Zaida’s mother, grandmother, 
and grandfather for joining us 
last month to teach Italian to 
our group.  We have added 
yet another language to our 

hello song.  Currently your 
children sing hello in seven 
different languages – English, 
Spanish, American Sign 
Language, German, French, 
Hebrew, and Italian.  We 
welcome any one (extended 
family and friends included) 
to join us for group time to 
teach a language to add to our 
song. 
 
Pennies for Portland 
We have finally found an 
amazing organization to 
donate our pennies to!  
Growing Gardens of Portland 
is a volunteer based group 
that plants the seeds for good 
food and healthy people by 
making sure low income 
people have the resources 
necessary to grow organic 
vegetables at home.  Growing 
Gardens will support low 
income households for three 
years with seeds, plants, 
classes, mentoring and more.  
We are excited to work with 
their Youth Grow program!  
In addition to donating our 
collected money, we will 
help by starting seeds here at 
school which will be installed 
in gardens throughout 
Portland.  The seeds and soil 
will be provided by Portland 
Nursery.  We look forward to 
a visit from a member of 
Growing Gardens, as will as 
a guided field trip at Portland 
Nursery (dates to be 
announced).   
In preparation for donating as 
much as we can, the children 
decided they would like to 

collect money from friends, 
neighbors, etc.  We are 
asking each child to bring in 
a medium sized jar with a lid 
to decorate.  We will send 
home the jars once they are 
all decorated, along with a 
very simple script for your 
child to explain why we are 
collecting money.  Thank you 
so much for your long-term 
support in fostering 
generosity and charity in our 
young ones.   
In addition to the work we 
will be doing at school, 
Growing Gardens offers 
classes and volunteer 
opportunities to the public.  
We will let you know if there 
are any appropriate 
opportunities for us as a 
group.  Please peruse their 
website (www.growing-
gardens.org) if you are 
interested in more 
information. 
 

Collaboration in Action 
 
Play After Play 
We are also very excited 
about our upcoming work 
with the wonderful 
performers at Play After 
Play.  Our first field trip of 
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this three part series will start 
on Friday March 19 th.  
Please make sure your child’s 
permission slip is signed.  If 
your child does not attend on 
Fridays we encourage you to 
join us at Brooklyn Bay 
(1825 SE Franklin St.) for the 
performance.  We will still 
need a permission slip if your 
child is attending with you.  
Permission slips are located 
on the sign-in sheet table.  If 
you are able to drive to any 
or all of the performances, 
please let us know.  The other 
dates are April 30th and May 
28th. 
 

Jeremiah drawing a 
springtime daffodil 
 
Baby and Family Pictures 
We would like to play a game 
called Who’s That Baby.  
Please bring a picture of your 
child as an infant.  We will 
display them once we have 
one for every child and we 
will have fun guessing who is 
who.  We would also like to 

compile a book of our 
families for children to look 
at when they are thinking of 
their loved ones.  Please also 
bring in a picture of your 
family (as immediate or 
extended as you like) so we 
can make these lovely photos 
available to the children 
throughout the day. 
 
Reminders 
Our Parent Discussion Night 
for March 16th has been 
rescheduled for April 5th at 
7pm.  
Our next book club meeting 
is on April 29th at 7pm. Our 
next book will be: That’s Not 
Fair! A Teacher’s Guide to 
Activism with Young 
Children by Ann Pelo and 
Fran Davidson.  
 
Calendar 
March 22-26- No School – 
Spring Break 
April 5-  Parent Event – 
Parent Discussion Night, 
7:00pm 
April 9-  No School - Teacher 
Planning Day 
April 22-  Family Event – Iris 
House Earth Day Planting 
Celebration, 10am 
April 29-  Book Club 
Meeting for all teachers and 
parents/guardians!, 7pm 
 

 
Watercolor! 


